[Effect of the hexapeptide dalargin on ornithine decarboxylase activity in the duodenal mucosa of rats in experimental duodenal ulcer].
The effect of an opioid antiulcerogenic hexapeptide dalargin on ornithine decarboxylase activity of duodenal mucosa has been studied in rats with experimental duodenal ulcers induced by cysteamine. The intraperitoneal injection of 12.5 micrograms/kg of dalargin inhibited ulcerogenesis and activated the enzyme. The effect of the peptide was antagonized by an opiate antagonist naloxone. 5000 micrograms/kg of dalargin failed to inhibit the ulcer formation or to activate ornithine decarboxylase. Since ornithine decarboxylase activation is a marker of intensified cell proliferation and tissue regeneration, our results suggest that the antiulcerogenic effect of dalargin is due to the enhancement of duodenal mucosa regeneration.